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THE LEY HqNT� 'S M!U'ffiAL by ALFRED WATKINS (Pentacle Books, 6 Perry Road, 
Bristol 1. £2-25) 

Chosen as "Ley Hunters' Library 1" this reprint has several reasons to be worthy 
of leading off what promises to be a stim�ating series: its raison detre as man­
ual especially at a time when the subject continues to gain popularity; its 
historical context; and its author's ability to have been able in 1927 tn see 
clearly how much peripheral material in the book could later be developed to make 
the earth mysteries a viable alternative to orthodox archaeology. 

It remains the definitive guide to· practical fieldwork in rediscovering the leys 
in Britain, the alignments linking the sacred sites, and Alfreq Watkins argues· 
that leys were early trackways constructed from the Neolithic period, often ·with 
trading as the reason behind ·their prese.nce . However, since postwar times there 
has been a growing body of speculation and evidence to support more advanced theses, 
especially in the realm of a subtle energy grid. It is striking upon re-reading 
this book for the umpteenth time how all ley hunters should attempt in their fur­
thert_.exploaations to keep sight of the guidelines laid here and keep their feet 
on the ground. As Alfred Watkins stressed, fieldwork is far more important than 
home mapwork and armchair musing. The inspiration comes easiest in the field. 
Presumably this work was designed as a digest of his magnum opus, "The Old 
Straight Trac�', and to beam in on the essentials of his vision to make it 
easiest for others to follow in his tracks. 

In spite of pontifications from the mental cripples in their institutionalized 
universities, there is a living world of ·reality in the countryside and which was 
also once the basis for the design of our cities and many of their principle 
features. This work explains this clearly in text, ma�y pictures and diagrams. 
Being an inclusionist even, Alfred Watkins not only carefully marshalled the 
salient points into chapters and argued his points cogently, but also covered 
at the conclusion a multitude of other elements worthy in his wise opinion of 
noting for the benefit of future ley hunters -- such as the generation .who will 
buy this book. 

A measure of the man's character is discerned by closely reading his Chhpter 
VII, in which he mentions among books which had helped, one by O.G. S. Crawford, 
the editor of "Antiquity" whose hatred of leys was so strong that he refused a 
paid advertisement for "The Old Straight Track". Nevertheless ley hunting was 
at that time a popular pastime with ramblers eager for such a work as this. It 
was published at two shillings as one of the very first paperbacks and the 
general Press and books ·in the "Detective in • • •  " series by Donald Maxwell had 
boosted the·subject. 

I understand that further additions to the series will include works by E. J. 
Eitel and Major F.C. Tyler. Anyone any other suggestions? 

PHENOMENA by JOHN MICHELL and ROBERT � .!h. RICKARD (Thames & Hudson. 
pb £1-95) 

Maybe the choice of reviewing this book for both "A. S • W. R. " and " International 
Times" fell upon me by more than coincidence, for coincidences are one of the 
subjects explored here and I first came across "Phenomena" co-author John Michell 
through an article by him in "I.T.n in 1967, which introduced me to leys (felt 
as an old friend intuitively as has been the case with others), one of the many 
subjects covered here. In those days, as now, the underground Press gave express­
ion to ideas alien to mainstream thought and I read each issue avidly and 
applauded the alternative Press's guts . It attacked,basically, bastions of 
society and one of these was -- and is -- the moribund scientific establishment. 



: � . I 
• 

At ·a- dif'ferent level it was the sage e.G. Jung who s _ _hrewdly po;Lnt�d .C'lut that: 
''Restriction to .material reality .c��ves an exceedingly large chunk out ·of ·reality 
as a· whole, but it nevertheless _ renia,ins. a fragment only;· and all round it is a 
dark penumbra which one uoUld have to . call unreal or surre'al·." 'or · phenomenal as in 
"Phenomena"·� · 

.:-.11Th� subject 
.
matter here is . t�at of a radically dif:fe�ent·;e·a:nception of reality 

and how the usual interpre.ta tion of the events, when. they are allowed to he dis� 
trussed; are wrongly _rat�onalizea·--by orthodoxy in terms of · selected aspects being 
accepted and -�xplained in terms �:f a totality when they refer to only· a ·minority 
of fac�ts • . This process of conti;r:lual·ly recorif�rming· that reality obeys cosy· laws, 
such as· that suddenly. bursting into f+,ames can.only be caused by carelessness with 
matches, _bides _the_ awesome truth · that .. an-·irrational reality also exists beyond our · ·  

nor�al conceptions. This insistence. that everything can be eXpai�rd. by· "proverr' 
laws is- b.oth .the corners tone -- · and achi·lles heel·-- of science·. This book · · · 
emphasizes incompatibili�ies within the· scientific framework and foclises· ·upon many 
areas of'repeating experience which defy full , rational explanation. 

What �ake·�- .th:Ls. b
·
6_�k' autho:ratative is' the spope· covered and care·.in' cro�rs-- · . ­

referenci"ng thro_ughout, plus the encouraging· la�k of pedantry or demand :to:·press . .  · 

persona'!' ,:theories. u:pon the reader' a .f�a ture which would have' been. appla�ded-:by.' the 
father· of' �he multi-faceted subject; Charles· fort. · ; '- · · 

Subtitled "A Book of Wonders", the contents .allow each as�ect tWo page_s_
·
_.with· 

pictures :and adequate ·text·, on such bizarre subjects as frog -sh�wers, holes at the 
poles' . phantom' ships·,. disappearing islands, .. teleporta tion, ea ttle mutila.ti�l1, .. _wild 
people, fairies," UFOs, werewolves; lake monsters_, the, �J_(, di�appearances _of.... 

. 

people, l�vi tation, SHC; BVCs and a mui ti tude pf o�her .outlaw'ed subjects __ ...;_ :�·t. 
least as far ·as scientists are concerned. However,' this book must make .the re�der. 
conce-�ned by sheer weight of evidence -- repeating eyidence � 

. ' .. . . . . . .. . . . . .. • . 

. . � 

THE SllUUS MYSTERY by ROBERT K.G. TEMPLE (Futura, 95p)·. 
INTE�LIGENT LIFE IN THE UNIVERSE by CARL SAGAN � I. S. SHKLOVSKII (Picador, £1-75) • 

ACCORDING TO T!iE EVIDENCE by .. ERICH VON DANIKEN-.. (Souvenir, .£4-50). 

In the ·last · issue ·of this magazine. I ;identified my ·prefe:r:-ence with .a 
.. "·phenomena.li' 

rather than extraterrestrial existence.for UFGs�·These three pocks clearly point· 
their hori·zons away frQni such a New Ufology conoept; though w-i_th Sagan and :his 
penpal it is all a case_of an Aper�an.of waste and with Wild Erick an ego trip of 
cosmic dimensions. · · 

Bob ·Temple, however,- creates a� atmosphere. 
of'. trust by the ··�heer :investigative · 

detail in his book (apparently a larger corpus ··exists· in hardbackr, whereas a · 
recent H.B.C.-2·broadcast cast doubts on his diagram.s, though·.fa:i;ling .-to challenge 
the strange rites of his subject matter, the Dogon tribe of Mali, who- are as.soc� 
ia ted -•Wl th _the S�ar system Of S:irtUs � . ·:;� · : 

Temple .. - .. �:P·er;:t eight years resea:rching and writing this ·book, :which ··poses the ·.·�· 
nature of ,"th.e niystery and then. follows from the pubtica:t�on by �o anthropol6gists 
of "A S\1-danese Sirius System"� It w·orks on. the .level qf detective fictio'n with· · 
each cl:ue mulled .over and the question beirig ·cor;ltinually rephrased until we · are 
introd:uc�d to the expl�na tion that the _:Oogon: are .·tiie 'last of the Argqnauts, , ''from · 
whom they are .quitE?·. literally den:cended." He ·then posits the possibility that · 
"primitive Stone Age men were handed civilization' on ·a platter by visiting· extra­
terrestrial beings, ·who left traces behind.them for us to decipher • • • •  Today was 
the time when ·we were meant to .discover these coded facts." The. fish-tailed -Oannes 
being the br.inger of knowledge from Sirius. Yet Temple points out that nbeliev�r·s ... · . in flying saucers .a�e.incredulous that I am not one of them, since_I have written 
a book on extraterr�s:tria:l.3 and even .. maintain spaceships visited Earth in the past." 

. . 
. 

� 
' 

. . . . . . .. 
-. . 

Interestingly, ·to link ancient astronaut possibilities and prehsitoric technology, 
it is said that the Dogon·raised stones· to present the various positions of Venus 
geographically and the Sirius B orbital P,iegram:��fig. 6) is eyecatchingly similar 
to Brof. Thorn's megalithic ellipses. And while on the subjec' of heresies the lore 
surrounding the he�venly bodies focussed upon here will have special interest to 
Velikovskians. 



.- . 
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But to J;'eturn tq Oanne�, _T�mple say$ hurnani_ty dis=!-ike� §limy CJ;'ea�ures and __ 
"_p€!6�f� : : ·w�b����e _:_i{�pr6���d�Ci_ �dndrl�ss £:or. _s�_qh,. cr�·a. ttir�s. ofJen: see_m to be . s�fer­
ffig·� -r�om :�a patholz>gical ·condition th��s-elves.n. W�ll� .. I like - ·amphibia especially· _ _ 

-�
n�· .A1-���;����-,�- -�/:_T!ii;}�����i -;ifi��-� ,. h.��- pla���:� p��9��·t}..cp·;m,ar _..?·�, ��,��e').�v��-:-

---- �tJ:�Mry.;; &ra�gua r.P. - of..- J'Y.e §��§"!· · _:·::i0:.: e. ·:.:c.·:- - · :_ t.-!,.:bn0·.i. beorrHorfoc.-:,..1 ·3. s-;:-.crl --�·-.:'?v- - .r --r,:-.�.�·: 

"�9f&�� fk.:e� �_yJ ,�€1. t�i��r�- �9:�:·her 4oJ>B�;. re���!-� _:��lfL- bB? i#t:ei-���d�� J!n . ��·oring· L 
�lrlJ 0Y.arrilfica��ns' of his ' work. -'Nblt ·a: book to 'dismi's� ;t4.g'ftt-1y. �. . 

. I � Lc :J ... � . __ 
• . . . . - . �- 11 P. - J. r . �� 

. S.: _& S ... also refer ;.to Oannes- -in -their- ·enormous. work, .in which is negligible-- and 
il'):_-which they �seem- to- equate ·:detail and __ stupendous length: with· authoratative cred�- - i 
:ibil-:i,ty,. wheras· -.tbe :book is. blinltered and stunningly··boring. Darwinians . will find it 

.j�illing .whereaq_ independent _thinkers will:be. repulsed. This book will endorse 
.. the -f<eeling-�of all who..-hav.e learned·to--view scientists with mistrust. Despite· its 

titl�, - a_nyonEl' intere&ted· .in the .prob_lems rained by ufology .. w:Lll finish the bdok 
none th? -·-wise� •. '�Sagan:, ·for· instance, fails - to reconcile on :one �-page the seeming-

-.,c.gn_tr:ad�citi_on:·Qf 9aying· .. UF:Oc·conta ctee ·reports ."follow the .:same. pattern and 
stress the SaiQe-·peints"-- Qnly -to then state ·-on sightings:.-1.1-Tl}e'diversity of these .. · 
reports_is as _striking a$ the observatio�s ther;ns��ves�,._" )-Ie c,loes not.ask .why _should 
two aspe·c·f� o'f �-he"·pfie!lortie'iibri_ be s-o _-div�rg�hi:!�. 'lind never mind_ the _ _ New Ufology� ... 

: �:::!. :��d -�p�;�t��,v:·9·� : ·;o_;�i���n .. �--�O� ... pa
i�e-��34 �e-� state� :

:·
_wiou c�n s���-�Y cr

.
e:dit me with· a·: 

lot of imagination." You don't �ay Erich. W:itb--phrt!:fses_such .. ·a.s-,�-='-'If I;··without" ···� 
vanity • • • •  " he bqa�ts of tpe 35,000 a�tiC?l�s he _ has: �vrit;ten _ a\bout _h:i,m. Pr-obabl-y 
ten ·;tiirre:i . more --�th.arl !-tlia t ha:v·e been written <?_n H_arolci _W:l.l;son (for_ A_rperica_n r�ad __ 

·�R��chard. :��f�qn)·; :bu� ·1: tvef ·a],�ai.� .
. 
rec'!(q_ned -_-th_at ._if'· h�s_ lips .were mo�ing ·:he_ yias· _ _ _ · __ 

·ljing�\-'He <tfs-ts· a; :pl�·thot<a-_ :_or' ·persObS _pi llotied (6:;' .the-tr yiews·_ -··an·<?- subse_quently ... 
vindicnted·; �':b\J·(· thi·s··'is �a:·:Iudi·C.:r:_o�xs_ ar,gument: an_d � t!l.e· _ hpok ·bardly g�ts· :bet-ter::·_ I __ ._ 

spe_rit· a-rf �ile'nirii 'readipg. i't ·_w�'th a·n' � ttem�t· �ovyards objectivi_ty. and ,J(is:t. e_rid�d!. . -· 

up<±rifliriatea-:by -,the waste ·co.t 'tim:��- Such 'che'stn��s- as·:rta �c-�,: ariti-g;ravity,· .tfl G_ .-.. -
Dogon, Cabrera' s stones;·, e tc- �.-�-• •  :y-ou get·- the- pic·ture? (Yes, we· see).- His concept o:f 
ufology/ AA syndrome is now unfashi.o.na.hle . . _so . .hope.fully if we ignore him he' 11 go 
away. Some chance. But the r�al comment he makes which startled me was the fact 
t at. he has' rie�er 'se�n a u:Fo-.. � r;tr-e. seen UFOs ·but never 'vo'n ('D • .-:,'\,o' should I 'write f� £�7:i�?�\� �r .?n h(s��E� �

·
;_�r��· �-il�t��?� ?·�s:e;r�a·��·�� · -�0-��llJ�-:�i" l��-s

-
�-�w�-�,a��e�::�n5 a�. 

� �J�-�:it9-_rw:�pi�:t;l..t. �;:? tt;nce · re;gardl�g· �he blr_t� :o,f: huma� ftrit!I}�gen?e ,� • . • bpt -�1r.e�� ��re 
you when bralns w�re·-hand�d· out?·· . ____ _ � · · · .  · : -, .. ;·. � --- _; · 

�-

lfi' , -. · •·-···c· '·• :: · .- I •  • • • " 

!.
.· M.QRE, L�S- THAN. Q� by_- JEF�.Y- ryERSON -·(Souvenir, £3�50; Pan ·75p) .. 

When· r---w-a.s-·18. a f'riend and. I- w�re brief hncl abortiv_� ·c.o-m�ri�gers of, a- Teesside 
s·ing·e-r '·ea lled Co-iJ.e·en 'v�iker·. Visiting he� home · in· s to�kton on-e day her· mother 
recalled how Colleeen had once gone into a trance while sitting before- the. fire 
and .�e�.crip�d a flood somewher�. - -in the MeQ.:i-terranean regi-on in -which she· ·· was_ - · 
drown�-a..�- ,A_· few- days la.t_er her mother ( w�o- i-nci-dentally· as-.Li ttie Mary Hagah had· 
Q�EtP:a famo:tfs.-_singer Sf?_cond Qnly . at·one· time to G-racie Fields and had-such h�ts-­
as ... '!Twi�d;L� _My Th':lll�s • •  � •. • )was in -a library and by · chance opened a book in ·which · 
was described the particular disaster. · 

The qig:_que�tion., is _wheth�� Colleen- had regressed to a past life or whether she 
l:l���-�s:o�eho� _tr_?-ve.lled .in- time ·-to this disaster location. Ivers.on - favours incar-_ · · _ 
natiO.rt ·after ._h,av:i�g ·ptudied _:all th� angles suggested. by- tapes recorded by people 
hypnQ:t:Ls_�d --by . .Arna:t,l .. Bloxham�:. -ThG ·period · detail given of the past by- a Welsh· 
hous_-�wife.-.¥ a J-�:wess �n a --Yo,rk massacre or a :sailor having. his leg. blown off ·: 
dliri.ng. the Napoleonic wars is beyond the capacitie.s . of all but s-cholars· ·-and 
Iy_erson c.hecke.d the accura:cy. Ae-tual -language of past eras -·is generally missing· 
though th-e .

. 
sa���r/Mr -Huxtable approximated with his - -old terms,. but this he may· · 

ha ye_- mentally .. picked up ·:t:rom the period. As · for -York ·of ll90 it is strange that 
�o�:pr�seri.t· day .. s-t:r:-e.et -�ames appear, _ as _if ·two periods �merg�� · · 

Howiver, ·the subje.ct �at.ter ·has· been approached with ��partial_ity by Iverson,­
-a Cardif'f T·c producer, and he invited Magnl..B Magnusson, the· TV personality and 
._arrC�a�ologis:t., -to investigate ton a·nd _ ·M:. Mo was · also' intrigued.. 

· 

·My on.ly· r�al= 'quibbles -about this· curr_ent best;_·se_lier· �r:e- tha:t neither hb or... 
_-!• . 

pb' have: ari·�-index arid the -n�be:r of piclures_ in t_he l:a.t_ter ar_e f�wer. 
.i '1 

.... ............. · ...... . .. . . . .... � . 
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THE AVEBY.R! _c_rq_� _by MICHAEL DAMES (Thamaes & Hudson, £6-50) 

With his last book, '"The Silbucy Mystery"; Michael·. Dames .:took on 'prehsitoric 
structure and :;argued convincingly its form a.rla. locatl.o-ri · ·as· being. an expression of · 
the Neoli thic religion. In "The Avebury Circle" he widens his scope to a larger · 
area of Wiltshire and with pain_s taking resea�ch i.nto comp�ra ti ve, r�lig�on,., archety­
pal -psycho;:Logy ,; .. folklore-, .c�stoJ;lls -?-nd place names, �ets out to· visualize in the 
prehi�tqric s�uctures of Avebury and its environs how t�e turning.year of farming 
folk was expressed and a=bso how there alsq lies a Great Goddess image comprising 
27 Neolithic · long· .barrows. and circles across 50 square miles. I understan9- Mr · 
Dames .is now.pursuing.the overall pattern of prehsitory over the entire coun�, 
and __ 

.
the lack: .. Of relating the Avebury pa ·ttern ·to other published accounts. or �aocl­

ized:-.iarids.cape engineering, such as the proliferation of terrestrial· zodiacs, .is. 
the bookfs only fault and_ presumably to be shortly. rectifie_d. . ... , 

With 196 ill us tra tions, · a mixture of contempo'rary photographs of Silbury_ Hii�, .
. 

Avebury henge, West Kennet long barrow, the serpentine avenues, and evocative_· · ·· 
line drawings by William Stukely, the cycle from winter hag_· to spring snake,· the�·· 
May wedding:· and to harvest at Silbury is given the visUa.l' ·p?rtra�:tur� it. deserves. 

As he comments: "The Avebury monuments did not so much ::i,nsinuate the sup�rhuman 
im�ge_s. INTO. the· landscape as draw forth the images already there." . ·  , 

Textually, Dames is thorough to the point of bordering upon overwriting, b� the. 
splendid layout of the book gives it the flavour

.of a p�pular book thQpgh Dame�_is 
a graduate of geography and archaeology. .. -

Yet he will not please orthodoxy, for upon focussing on l�ng barrows-he finds, 
"Turning to the experts for an answer (to their great length),. we are offered an 
eerie·'.silence • • • • " or on the subject of Stukeley' s �erpentine ··avenue·s , "For. 20·0 
years· antiquarians· and archaeologists ra·ined furiou� b�ows· 6n th�s theory, until 
toda:j it is considered absolutely harmless because· ·quite dead.;..·.�'' 

But neither would all �lternative antiquarians agree that "we now know of Nee­
lithic soc·iety in Engla.nd that it was notably classless and peaceful", whi.ch is ·a 

· view r· endorse, but ·i s  far from taken universally. I · would not; howev�r, person-·. alf.y·endorse so easily_ a belief· in human sacrifice, as posited.he�e. 
· · 

• • , • • 4 

The matriarchal and sexual emphasis is all well and good, but there have be�n 
many different and compl�me��ary.vie�� e�pr�s�ed about the sites here and Dames 
fails to put the landscape into a truly psychic context. 

I 
Whatever its faults, this book s speculative contents .prov.ide. a vastly' superior .. 

understanding of the monuments of Witlshire than can be found �n Qrthodox 
archaeological ·works. 

THE NATURALIZED ANIMALS OF THE_��ITI��-ISLES by CHRISTOPHE�. LEy-ER (Hutchinson,. 
�7-·so) •. . 

·Once upon a time I worked for·a now defunct Teesside new�paper 
and travelling to work by train one day was amazed to see a w_allaby on the marshy 
ground by the railway line. Now flamingoes are seen in that v'lcinity. Last night's 
ITV "News at Ten" had ·a film report on .parakeets in S .-E. ·England, feared -to 

. have the capacity to become serious marauders of fruit orchards. 
There are twO'. varieties of t-'auna which lie ··outs·ide . the orthodox naturalis-ts r 

domain: what �ay be rE?_garded as . "phenomenal" .. or "Forte an". a�d th� t which has
· 

been 
naturalized and can be."e.x.plained". For the benefit of the person who prefers 
"accepted" statements, I must express that there is a viewpoint which sees certain 

·beasts of Britain as having a separate or phenomenal reality, such as the Surry. 
puma in particular and other weird discoveries such as bears or apes when no zoos 
or individuals report escapes, but �Lever does not concern himse·lf· with this 
uspect. In fact, he is painstaking to record in d_etail the releases -·- .. 6:t l.ikely 
escape routes -- of the beasts and birds under his scrutiny. 

' 

·I mention the wallaby first as he does so, too·; but my r�pre.seritatbre bears no 
relation to his two locations: the Peak District and Surrey. His criteria are . those of a scientific mind, hence no pumas • Maybe it is as well, so his reao.ers 



s;:: .-0 
v' o 

can sleep safely in their beds, feeling· ·triat tl;l�. ylotst···:that can befa:ll trem is' being 
unnerved by a .seeing a porcupine (which prove·� .. not so dangerous_ as

. 
'ftt� .Press has , 

claimed} • . : . · ; :-. · 
· · 

· �--. 

How.ev.er·, · Mr_ Lever ... allowed:. the mul ti'tude ·ar inexplicabie cases of exotic ·-Wildlife 
where· bfee9-ing_ cblonies: were dubious' this book ·would have been unwieldy� ·�rt· is 
actually 600 large P?ges long and enormously �etailed.· Its comprehensive nature is· 
stagge-ring and is supported by an enormous bibligraphy � Not only is the si.ze. imp­
ressive .. ,: but its layout and co�cept, with sketch· maps of distribution loc:ations ,_. 

line dr-awings of the described aliens (a selection: of photographs vvould have added_ . .  
interes-t, but for its size the price is a cinch); detailed studies of the intro� >· 
ducer�·--(incJ_uding a lengthy summation of the work arid policies of The Acclimatisat2on 
Socie·ty)�- and the capabili�-y of immigrants to establish themselves and thei� · 
effects on native wildlife. Throughout, the depth of inquiry impresses-and the 
writ;Lr1g:_is- autP.9ratative, though admittedly du1l, Also the feel for w:ildlife has a 
certain l_:Leflessness. There is no feel for involve�ent or excitement. �e even . descen�s to the. immorality of the mentality.. of those who wish to· exploit·,, imprison 
a:r1d t

.
or-t�-e "wildid!fe when describi-ng gerbils· as. " incree3:singly popular. in. the·. U .. S • . 

and in Britain as pets and_for laboratory experiments, for both of which.pupposes 
they·· cire· · exceptionally well sui ted·o" The book does not moralize on the. comp!ercial· 
aspects of introducing the newcomers described either for food, tourism or pelts 
(as_:-I ;W:X'ite the· .otter is now "safe" in England and Wales and so the hunting frat­
ernity looks- j;o ·-coypu and· mink for prey -- and what . hound can distinguish be.tween. 
mink and otter?), but by the clinical approa9h I feel . . Mr Lever would never have. 
cons.idered such aspects. 

· 

Here is.a book which_ can be said to have earned the status it rightly: deserv�s .. _p.�:; 
a cla.ssic. on· how our meagre indigenous stock of beasts has been added to by man , .. 
along_· with the basic .journalistic questions· of how, where,. when, why� by whom, a!l4 
how they have settled_ �own. ., . . 

My�_fear. is . that this book will encourage more than the mere day �r�pper to seek 
red�nec�e.d ·_ wal�abie.s_, but allow the huntsman to locate new sport. In.- a civ.ilised • society 
this�-book .-�yo�d be un�eproachable,. but in a barbaric time such as ours it. could do· 
irreparable harm. c.ompared with the worlds of 11Watership Dovrn11 and James Herriott.' s .. 

tales_.! 

A DIC�IONARY OF FAIRIES by KATHARINE BRTGGS (Penguin Books, £1:...50) 
• L : .� . • .. :-. _:. 

. . . . . . 

The scope· of this book is far wider than the ti t1e suggests;,. but. i·t. conyeys, the _ 

purpose and character of the work. Designed to be n reference b9ok for . anyone-. requir­
ing to know the where, when and whyfore of the fauna of the supernatural realms, it 
also makes a good read in its own right, though it will no doubt be used more for 
browsin&s �-?a.ther than a cover-to-vo_�er t:::-ip_ through fairyland. With �normously· 
intricAte·· cross-referencing· the researcher and general reader will 'f'ind themselve-s 
spendi_ng a happy_ hour. flipping from entry to entry; a. process. which :reinforces the 
inte��o���ing:_i-ei�t�?�snip� b-etween. various sub-species: of the Que�n·.�f Elfland·',s · 

.. . 

subjects� �H�t_� ?-�e e,:Lves, . goblins, brownies, . spunkies, magicians,· wizards, giant_s, ._··: 
mermaids; "dragons 6f all · sl:lap�s and sizes, friends and fieihds. A panorama of·. out' 
folkloric heritage is ·pres�nted, largely from old published accounts, ·d()ne. at. great: 
length (a:nd·:.Byen-�thel'l-ohly, as admitted, only covering a fraction of the recorded. 
lore) :as-�a-,.w6rk .. of·: loving care and scholarship. The River Wear is ·not ih Yorkshire; 
but it wo�ldd;re. churlish to · nit-pick. .. · ·· . · · · · 

What ·aa��. �a t�e-r. al-grm 1lle, .-however,. about the work i� the author's attitude;· seemingly 
buttresseir.by agn,ostic.ism, that the actual possibility of the subject matter's 
reality l$ 

.. �r:t�l�v��t; ... the aim of the folklorist being to trace the qrigif!s of · the 
study mq.teria��-1��yoe much evolving lore to do with mo(].ern technology is thus. 
misse-51- {gremli-ns, for �-nstance, ·-being omitted). .. , .. . . . · . 

Nevertheless, w�th its enormous coverage · cross-referencing and prodigious class·.:..­
ification of fblk·tales this book can be I_"'eco�ended to both sez-:ious student. ·a�d· �t:n:e · -��� 
casual r�ader. ·� : . . ' 

· 

. .  



THE DRAGON by Charles Gould � o thers ( Wildwood House ,  £2-50) 
6. 

Probably compiled around �890 , this selec tion of dragonlore is edited by 
Malcolm S mith , and gives a.' f'ar�ranging a.:ccount of this.  fabulous beas t Is _ many 
attributes as:related by the ·many civilizations and cultures which have embraced 
its archetypal presence. , ... e-�e __ are dragons of all shapes and s i zes, benev-olent and 
des tructive, _fa thers of emperors .and combatants of heroes and gods , creatures . for 
all times ai:ld beasts f·Jr all seas'ons . 

The author makes no clai-m to attempting anything bordering_ on the ·scale of· a 
definitfv·e work , . st�ting· that his contribution is des igned as' a . sampler , a 
whetter of an a1Jpetite for more dragon research and hopefully a spur to o thers 
extendin� his · observations on the "broader and s alient f_�a tur(;}s" of the s�b jec t� .. 

. There is plenty of theoris ing -- tha t the dragon was once-physical reality ; the 
CQnfliC�-represented good V _b�d, order V chaos ; dragon:stormcloud;· knight=sun, : i� 
maidep.=earth. 

I t  is , however , hardly a creation of order itself, reading·as it
. 

does like a 
s cis s ors and pas te j ob of notes hardly .more than rq.ndo�y pieced together . tiere 

·be two bas ic sections, of Wes tern and �as tern dragons, subdivided into serpents , 
winged serpents , cla s s ical and medieaeval dragons·; Chipese dragon, Japane�e-

· 

dragon ; both with appendices . Often repetitive , es pecially-in deal.ing wfth··:-t�les 
of _wha t are merely particularly large snakes . In his c onclus ion he · argues forc·e� 

.. . fully the case for an extinc t. long ,  terretrial, hiberna ting , · carnivorous ·li-zared 
wpich gave, rise to dragon �_egends. Als o he produces an ingenious :s olution. to·_ the · 
�s sociation between swallows _and dragons. 

Altogether· a worthy addition to published dragonology, with plenty of line· 
illus trations , easy- to-read type , and notes in a large format paperback._ 

BOOKLETSBOOKLETSBOOKLETSBOOKLETS • • . •  

OUR. SAVI'OUR 
� JOHN MICHELL 
(Open Head Pres s ,  
2 Blenheim C res cent , 
London Vll'� iNN, £1. ) 

As Iwrite this , the Gay News appeal agains t blaspemous 
libel .cranks i ts way through our dubious legal sys tem . 
The full title o-f this ·Radical rrracli tionalis t Papers_ , · 
No. 4, is "To Represent Our S avioUD as !'that great 
cock" ( Kirkup -- Gay News ) is no t blasphemy but eternal 
Chi-is tian orthodoxy". As a Gnos tic Chris tian �f ten 

years s tanding I naturally s upport this paper .of John's , exPres s ing s olidarity 
with the unfortunate profe s s or pilloried by the narrow-minded brig�de (led by 
Mary Shtiehousy) who see genitalia as exposable only in the bedr:'qom. and. fo� . t.�e .· 
benefit of one s s pous e only . The fact that the poem which has f'<!)cused 'the .!wraih'·· · 
of the s o-ea lled moralis ts appeared in a publication for homos.e:xUals :is: ·ir-r:elev.ant_. 
A lucid and 'opinionated commentator , John neverceases 'to amaze �e . w:ith .his>·a·c_t�-.·_- - . ' 
ivities . To  the public ·at large .he is the ace alternative antiquarifu'1, --p:Ut he �has . 
e��oused causes o� clifferi�g and p·erha�s dubio':s m�ri t ·r�ngin6 _f:-om �-�ym�a�hy_ . . for '· 
M1cha.el Abdul Ma�lk to tak1ng on the v1le Metr1ca t1on B:oard. · He. 1s � .. gonUJ.il!;'ly 
c ompass�onate person and this lates t crus ading pamphlet de·s�rves . . a:ttention�. As 
announced on the cover , there is irref\1 table proofs · that the ·-bas ic ·spiritual 
dynamic cannot be divorced from sexuality and the motives of· those who wish to . 
create a separation are either evil, mis guided or pitiable . _The cour ts may con-. 
derim such ·a s tatement as '�For, the las t  .time I laid f4Y lips _ aro�d the tip of -that · 
great cock,  the ins trument of '6ur s alvation, . our �ternal joy" , but here i� 'an 
exposition of why this need not seem unclean . Without being facetious , Mrs W. has 
taken on more than s he · can· . chf;W� ·;you cannot . legisiate ,against reality . . ' 

ONGAR ZODIAC � JIM KIMMIS 
( I-.G.R. O ccas ional Paper , 
No . _ 9, 142 Pheas ant Rise, 
Bar Hill , Cambridge, CB5 8SD) 

... .�, 
· F ollqwi .1g 'the form adopted by :Philip Hesel ton 
· in his ·booklet on the Holderness Zodiac , Jim .. -
Kimmi·s · firs t -gives brief des criptions of the · 
individual z odiac figures , then examines the . 
terres trial ·z<?diac as a · whole under a series o'f 

thematic headings . R ightly Jini K. notes tha t he finds the " second approach to l;:>e· 
more useful in that it · allows· the zodiac-- to be ·. considered as one individual 
s truc ture, a who1.e that is 'greater than the sum of its par ts' . "  It is a thorough­
going account , with such aspects tackled in depth as dating , place names , church 



I ; • • .  MAGAZINES 
• .  ' · .. : .. . '  . t . . 

THE FANATIC'� Varmous·- ·people have been· producing ·this revolutionary, ·offneat new 
activity. ;..._ you can pro.duce an iss\le yourself; just ·use the. logo ! No •. 5 .· A special 
pets is sue tooenrage Darwiriians; chainers of . ·chimps for tea parties ; dog food :prod­
ucers and . dog owners and foxhunters • . There are ·prophecies from · a fox .and Mother 
Shipton, a great deal of sense from Heathcote Williams and John Michell in the 
guise of an ape . From John at 11 Miles 1 s  Buildings, Bath , Avon (or S omerset if you 
prefer ) ((and wish . to enrage the Post Office -- natch)). No .. 5 .  A bumper �ssue. I 
thought it distressing enough that John Michell . is an avid " Daily Te�egrapth" 
reader,ilibut when a visitor to his home told me h<;1d been shocked to 'find huge amounts 
n� Hitlerian literature I wondered if his interestes had seriously switched . fro� 
Wiihelm Reich· to the Third Reich and the N . F o  Actually he ' d  been busying himself with 
a book, "·The ·.Hip-Pocket · Hitler" , from which extracts appear here to put Adolf into 
perspectiv'� . as ;a -challenger of orthodox beliefs ; humorous and in many·ways common­
sensical and prophetic. Abbie Hoofman by comparison i)ppears naive and ,banal for all �-i 
his former street -credibility. For conspiracy freaks "Skeleton Key to the Genstone 
File" so.unds frighteningly credible and the attacks on Q . E .  II may be anathema to 
most but cannot -be ignored � Lavishly illustrated throughout 60 pages .this is a cinch 
at ··the price .and a worthy successor to that .s tyle of underground Press which was . 
epitomised by " ozn at its peak. 

· 

There is an interesting letter from .L() ·_·Sqheaky Fromme plus a photograph of her · 

which looks ·l ike one of· 'those in " adUlt" mags .where .exhibitionists like to� see them­
selves naked for all to behold , also a photograph of a misexual and a mock-up top� 
less Q.E. II ( John Michell � s  anagram of her name is paradoxical after havirig Prince 
Charles accept a dedication for his "The Old Stones of Land.ts End) . Brian Pat�en has 
a drunken p�em and of thy cartoons R. Crumb's is. desperately funny. However, , n��· 
for the squeamish . No attempt is made to expurgate 'the language. From Open Head 
Pres s, 2 Blenhiem Crescent, L ondon W11 (�) . 

' : i .-
QUEST. A leadi'·lg journal on the West ' s  magical her.itage. Single copies 50p; an.'nual 
sub £1-75 , from 'BCM--SCL Quest , London WC1V 6XX o No .. 52 .. Articles on yoga,_� __ ta:r()�i � ­
ps-i , Aquarian Age ,  IJagic , dowsing and winter solstice ,· plus letters, anno���til�:r:rt;?:[_ 
and hook reviews. ' : i · ;  

NEW VEG:ETARIAN. Availa"b�e generally. 2Qp �_ · December 1977 � Professional , and .i:� t'o . . veget­
arianism . what. :Prediction is to astrology -� half .adverts, features , bool<: ·reviews, · ­
products and - services , crossword , diary .and �ett�rs -- and even has a star. gui��

-
to 

" coruiiseur . and g\lzzler" by 'astrologer Ro·ger · E+liot , plus articles on digestiQ,n , � ·, . . · . frogs , . · l.egs ,  fatigue, etc .· 
. · · · · 

I. T. · Certain bookshops 50p. Vol . 4 , No . 2. F irst time I ' ve seen I . T�  in its riew 
.incarnation. Perhaps the politico/ atroni ty element is unduly prominent . ·FRENZ . was 
was -the· only underground ma jor publication to support the I. R.A. and it was J. · . . . 
rightly sneered upon . Here it is· the German situa tion under scrutiny, but o.n 
page 7 ·we:' re �n familiar flowerpower era homeland. territory wi.th the headli-ne '·'A:t 
Last -,!-�::Noitting .Hill Inquiry" and a column on· drugs beside it . There ' s journalistic 
anarchy and cartoons· so ·the spirit rema·ins . though · times· change. Good book · reviews.­
Spolied .. by a commi-tted but hysterically boring pi·ece· on. the G . L. C . 
FORTEAN ·±IMES ._,)�l:J.B:rt�·riy misce

.
llany of' ,new's;, . ·riot.e.s. an� . refer�nces op_ -st_:ra�ge 

phenop1ena • . F;roin , p . o . �ox .152 ," London N10 1EP. £3·� No. 23 • . This issue is· fantastic 
value w�th. -th:e aQ.ditio� of a 12-page review supplement. S:ubjects in this issue 
focused UP.9n includ�_ animal· mutilations·, encounters _With Strange enti tie·s and · 

telepor.ta tion , ice f:alls , Forteana corrigenda o� · S . H .  C . , and mystery bangs. There 
is part two of · Larry Arnold ' s  fire leynes concept which I admit to finding rather 

. . 

far-f'etched : and it seems many find Doe S hiels too good to . be .true yet I found his 
article on mons.ter hunting rivetting • . Robert Anton Wilson ±& also a born ·word-. · 
soinner and " The 25 Phenomena" ·is n nindbender article. News arialetters �re i!!cluded. 
The review supplement brings the Fortean up to date with the multiplfcity .of books 
published last year -on subjects which question the general paradigms of the 
various -ologies , written spiritedly and in depth c Harbacks , paperbacks and 
journals • . 

· " 



s. 

THE LEY HUNTER . Our premier oagazine. of earth mys terie� , . . s pi:endicUy. produced from 
P. O .  B ox 1.5 2 ,  London N10 1EP,. Bi-monthly . £2-70 . E di tor. Pa� Devereux in No . 78 

wri_tes· of his an Ian Thomps on s monumental ley hunting trek for book material ; John 
Billingsley recalls megaliths -he has seen in S outhern In�� ; Gordon Richards lays 
into s trange- egg-shaped s tones ; Paul S creeton writes on " The Ordnance S urvey, Parl­
iament and Yod' ;  Guy Ragland Phillips is on Rosedale lodes tone ;  Pa tricia Villiers­
S tuart · on " Number Geometry'' ; plus reviews , maga zine no t�s , notes in general and 
readers ' lettars . Wide-ranging and highly original work . No . · 79 . C olin Wils on· probes 
supernatural happenings around Winds or ; S am Wil�an on a pro to- zodiac ( ? ) ; a · Middle­
sex ley ·; Bob Forres t wetting · his wellies at Land s End ; Paul S creeton on· folklore ; 
Don Robins on mys terious light and ancient s±tes ; · leys in B olivia ; photographs of 
per�ronali ties at Moo t ' ' 77 ; but the l_ilos t intriguing piece is by James Brooks on the 
ancient geomancers ( Paul D. plays s poilsport and jus t as it gets really fas cipating 
chooses to edit out a sec tion) . Gets better every is sue .  
SUT ANUBIS ;. Quarterly . A�ual sub • . £2 . S ingle copies 55p,  inc . _p:5Cp • . To Occultique, 
75 Kettering Road , Northampton, NN1 4AW . Vol o 1 No . 2 .  Aubrey Melech on " The Three 
Prime Laws of Magic" ; Pete Nalder on a Ghos ts and Witches · Club trip to ancient s ites 
in Berks. ;  F .  Us s im on S ufism ;  R. Birkett on UFOs ; plus features on herb s and herbal 
highs ; more nagic ; book reviews ; adres ses and c ontac ts of magazines and - groups . 
PULSAR . From 29 Bairs tow S treet,  Pres ton, Lancs.,  PR1 3TN . Bi-monthly. Uover price 
20p � Vol. 1 'No . 5 .  "The Ongar Zodiac : A Lightning Tour" by Jim Kimmis ; Jeimy Randles 
c ommenting on the Lamanche Zodiac ; as tronomical · no tes ; reprt oh NUFON UFO conference.  
SPIRALS . Bi-monthly . £2-50 . From P. O . _ Box 29472 , S an Francis co , Calif., . 94129 , USA. 
This .mag . seeks to · correlate es o teric thoughts wi�h modern knowledge and provide ·a 
forum where the "-them" and " us" s i  tutaion is res olved upon a common pla tfo.rm •. Marcel 
vogel gives examples of how the phys icis t can perform experiments to lead · P:im _ 

towards s piri�ual awarenes s -- to tap cosmi c  energy . D on �obins , too ,  contributes 
notes on " The Enigma� :of the Cup and Ring Marks" . A refreshing publication aimed at 
creating a dialogue between s c ientis ts and those of· an es o teric kind. 
NESS INFORMATION SERVICE NEWSLETTER . Frora R .R .. Hepple, Huntshieldford, S t  John's 
Chapel , Bishop Auckla?d, C o . Durham, DL13 1RQ . Intermittent . £1.-25 . No . 23 . 
Round-up of news on lake mons ter s ightings and pers onalities and their efforts _ to 
subs tantiate the eXis tence o� such crea tures·. News of the work of Tim Dinsdale and 
Bob R ihes ; c overage of Loch �es s ,  Loch Morar, Lake Champlain, N . Z. ;  UFOs_; . new boqks ; 
the Loch Nes_s s tone circles ; and more . N0 • 24 . C overs news from C anada ; waterspouts ; 
" otters" ; foreign hunters ; the poi.S onous pos s ibilities of mons ters ; ·a s ighting ; . etc . 
No . 25 . Are there warmblooded beas ties ? ;  further s ighting info . 
MUFOB·. ( Metempirical UFO Bulletin) . Q. £1-25 . From John Rimmer , 11 Beverley Road., 
New Malden, S urrey, KT3 4AW . Unfettered by any particular theories , but ·s ens ibly 
aligned towards a paraufological these,  it has no nonesense . wha ts oever and is sue 42 
keeps the mag . as  the mos t informative ( and should be mos t  influential) UFO � ·zine:­
Alan W . Sharp takes in hand UFO effec ts and though he is methodical I coul d  argue 
with his hypo theses , he is a t  leas t c ons truc ttve ; Nigel Wats on and John Fletcher 
als o  focus upon ufological points ; but the basically cons tructive ( yet no t entirely 
fair in my opinion) book reviews · are a ma j or feature. No. 43 . • The editor · on. " Facts , 
Fraud and Fairytales11 , giving . ·  _coherent reasons why even hoaxers _ or fic tion c an be 
drawing upon archetypal Ufological exp�rience whe�e the borderline betwe�� real and 
unreal blurs ; Danish "s irship" in 1908 ;  Peter Rogers on on " Fairie·s . & Fireballs" ;  plus 
continuing s ighting c atalogue, notes and quotes ,' and reviews � A UFO mag . which does -- ·- . .l� 
not insult the- intelligence. 
LANTERN. Q .  mag . of Bo:�'derline S cience Inves tigation Group . C over . price 15p from 
Ivan Bunn, 3 Dunwich Way . Lowes toft ,  S uffolk. No . i9 .· M .W . Burges s in s oporific moo d 
returns to s tones for the umpteenth time ( though no c omplaints here) ; edi-tor Ivan 
Bunn continues - " Black S huck" s ightings in depth ; UFO news ; Eas t .Anglian fortean 
misceliany ; news round-,up ; tales of a cros s rnads by Nigel Pennick; plus reviews of 
books by John Michell and Jacques Vallee . No . 20 . More black s huck and more M.W • . 

Burges s s tone hlinting, specially for Dr Rudge s pud9,ings.tones ; a Vic torian ghos t 
s tory ;  plus usual features . 
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F�iil · S cre� tq_n . wi. th Chris bas tl� _ _ j3pe cula te on ·:·�:n · � · 

o:L( ( ',t u:Fon· pic t'l.,lre ; z odia c· );nlhters" have a new example ' : ·new : guardian dog and �con-:- . . .. . 
ogz·_aphic res'd�rch ; · ·-w··.·H � : :Bi�_ck · and.· '.A " · \Vatkins connec ted -- ( ? ) ; a · a.Tagon legend·; · . . 
orientq. ti-�n'f '  -!:��er�· ; ··_ le tters :·ana _· hotes • . Frorri 14?�; P��a.satit·� -�is e  �- ��iri?r.��ge � _; . . 
UIIDERCURRE.NTS o. S ubs . · to 12 . S outb S tre e t ,  Uley, Dur:sley ,  Glo s . B i�·monthly 5 0p � 
N? ,,,:,.. 25 . -An.r�r.tiole · on · "�rrio��onal Pla gue'� as�s why co�le cti�es ·-i{n� co- ops tear . 
t-1�p:19 elv�s � �part - and l �J.�As.�. · - f or c.nswers · ln Wllhelm: Re:;t.ch ;· M:::.ke . e]_d rela te s - the . . c�rent _.;s ta te -- of play at F;ind:G,orn; wa ter m;Lll s ;: - QOIDml.lni ty radio ; · phone tappif;lg.; . ­

plli.Jk - roc�;- .,!alternative · te chnology ; :aew� - -and r�:n:.iews o No .. 26 . Te chnology and rev­
ol1.ltio�r in Po:P-tugal. ; Ma� tin Inqe argt: '3 s  tha t the Ruskie s  a� en '· t c oming ; the w.or thy 
Ney; :Age ::Acce s s  gets a nice · -plug ; dope growing with humour being the - Irco s t  inter- . 
e s ting article ; not to o much to my liking this time � 

t 
T -LS - AT-LANTEAN., · Q �  , .Annual s ub &  £ 1 �- 30 fro� The AtJ..::.nteans. : -42 S i;; Goorge s S t:r:-�:e t-;·· ·. 
-Cheltenham :, : G-150 ·4-.ltF .  No . 171 ., _ C C- �tie Bu�lanQ. on AtJ .antis theoris i!fg ;, :-=:Joyoe-:.:

·
-:
· 

. . . . . 
Mi��c.h,e\1- �n the - . Moon ( well not p! Y:si cally ) ; s .ound - commentr- on n)_ ter:na tive me

.
dic­

i.-f'le·;- �u� �9. ; , as:trology ; Be tty Wood ' s n s igns of the T imest� · round-·up ; · reviy,ws � . 

�:.!C..�T ·SKYWATCH. Q .. From 92 Hillcres t Road, Offerton , · S tockpor t ,  Ches hire _, SK2 
53� � ·N-o price given . No � 26 " Tend 3ncy towards ETH - . approa ch in ar t�cles . and :lette� s 
thovsh Jenny Randle s asks "Where Have All The Mar tians Gone ? "  e A ·g�ne:r;ally £:rag::··� 

. men,-ced .is s ue though plenty of :L te::ns " · , 
_UJO ·:flliSE,ARCH REVIEW. �5p . _ ·From -R . Wo Morrell , · 4.43 1\1eado-;7 ·. Lq.ne ,.. _'·No ttingham , . _ ·NG2 9GJ? .� · : :­
��o� 1 · Vol .. 3 .  Andy C o_llins lengthJy �on " UFO s in ·E\lckingb.�mr;_hiz-e1.l · ; · NUF;Ol\T annu:;�l. ·· �--i �-- � � ­
con.ferer;toe: repo;r t ;  · UFO s ightings in Nodits , I taly · and Avs·-t:;.. .. alia . NG �_:__� . E�1 � · · -� . , ­
S c:1::..zoid _:--is sue .with much on UFO films and ba ckhanO.�d congrats to l:1UFOB _allegedly_ 
-�end_ing -": to be a little old fa shioned ff.lld · rather c ons ervative" . wheras . ·this mag i ' · 
echoes . weakly New Ufology · in John Hind · s · unoriginal ar:ticle and the �edi -tor· ; lets ·. 

his prc � udice agains t a nything " non- s cientific" s how o.ll too clear!y "' . .  
ll.&.lL.ttJ\. ·JOURNAL • . Q .  1 · 50 · dollars o. Publ:Lshed by New .Englan� .An-��iquit_j :e s  ' Re_search 

- -·  • • . • •
. 

r 
... ,T-

·
- .. . 1.. . .... . . . . . .. . . . . . • . ·• . 

p · 
.. . - . .. . As s ocla tlqn, 4; S mJ,.th S tree t ,  Mllford , N .. H . , 0.:-05 5 a · · 0.1,. .. ....,2 , No1 . ·  S p+.rlt . on.d. 

3 hehlheap . archaeological report ; ingenious engineering . s ugge s tion s  for megal:i:thic ' · ' � 
cons _truc tion ;· unus ual. ar tifac ts ; chrono�og,y ;  C:-:Lagram� ; a,::..,ticles qs, tP.logue •· r · 
s: . r . s . REVIEW. Q .  · so�nal · of the · s o ciety r'or Interd:t· s c iplitiary .S tui:Le:s .. Frorr/ 1a· 
Fir Tree _Court , Allum Lane , Els tree , Her--ts . .,'.-One yetJ,:" · �s5·-5o';· _i s tud:ent s '£3-50 . . . · · . 

. . - . . . .  , .  � . . . . . . . . ,- . . . . •; ' .  . . . 
Vol II , No .. 1 .  E ditor Malcolm Lo �·.;ery an•l M .. G .. · Read€' 3 ep�:ro.-:;e�y o·n : S enniut· s · C eil hig · 
and its a s tronomical char ts ; ari :�_cles/reviews:. -GOUC'

.
:1ing on · the · in9.ter1.3.1 cif i. .. . . .. .. �- -- · 

Vel�kovs ky '  s . ,. ?eoples of the S ec..': . and "Vf.o::.'lds i,n G.ollis iod: ) ·Er:i.c . . Gr8vv . on "!Jle o tro� 

Iile.gnetism in As tronomy" ; plus letters and- na:tices .; - . 
_PICVli�lliARD . The �ag . of W,es s ex leys and· foiklore � · J3i-m6n·thly � · -£2 · - r�_ om: ·Hythe

. 
Bcrw·; 

Cheddar; S omers e t ," BS 27 3EH . New to me and full o:f ll1i�er.es t .  F .,  �-e Vere on pagan 
carvings ·; Brian Pi tt on tree s ; Vince Rus.s e tt . on old. s tone3 ; a :?ie ce · ·on: _Bi�ls tol·1 s 
or::.gih.s ; · leys ; plenty of o ther titbits . ·- · 

' . .  � . 

* * · * * * * * * * � D * * � * - � � '  
( · . 

deC.ica tions , prehis toric monuments apd moats , _ lJUddin_gs tone s , . wit chcreift ,  fol�ore . 
" :'l.'he : int$prealations hip between of s ites is dts .ctJ$ S e d  an_d : one;; · : Cf tJ:le . maps s }lows the 

geographical positions of the Ongar and Nuthamps t ead ;6 0adia c n  • . 

The mixture of commonsens e and s pe cula tion with intell ec {; and . ::..ntuition balance 
to provide · a convincing �rgument for- this . tt<;:::-es tr;.Lal z odic..0 t s eri. s tence R ':he 

; booklet 1 s produc tion is ais q to be . highly co1ilffie�1ded .,  
FRT�CIPLES OF PREHS ITORIC SACRED 
G-:SO�RAPHY by D r . J .  JiEINSCH . F:'om I o G  .. R .. - addre s s  : ·abpve,  · trans lated by 
- . . --- --. . Michael Behrencl and introduc tion by ��gel 
?ennick ., I .reviewe d this book in THE LEY HUNTER No A 67 - when r ony Roberts · zodia c 
Hous e pt1.blisl:ed it ; . nqw Nigel has re-printe d �t wi·:;h _v·i.rtually identical intro­
duc tion but a couple of extra diag�.:-am are ::..ncluded . 

S o  fo�get tha t the Na zi :?arty a t  the time this pa pei" wa s written ( 1938) wa s 
hell bent on e s tablishing a doc tr ine of ar chaeolo gy to s ubs tantia te a prehis toric 



• 

• 

• 

iO . 

Germanic golden �ge in s eclusion 
. . 

to the re�ainder of the worl� . Hei�s ch seems to . _ 

have been peddl1ng has own vers 1on embrac1ng S tonehenge and ale s t1ne , and expeat� 
ing . a univers al sys t�m of_,_alig�e�ts of �p�cific :leng�hs . ,l;>ytwe�n , �ac.r�d� s ites and_� 
angles · of inters e ction · bas ed upon · as tronomical cons iderat.�ons . _Thi� qo_o�_.; h�S. ha<l;· :·. 
a reputation in the pas t as i t  was to have been read in Ams terdam in ·1958 but 
other busine s s  s topped it being pres e·nted . ' Apar't from its his torical value and 
als o  the likelihood tha t it is e:n:tir·e�y · independent of Alf'red Watkins 1 s ley thes is , 

the conclus ions on a me trological---plane ' are mos t  interes tin.fl, but he makes als o  a 
number of s pe culations . on the qual.i ty of prehis toric .; lif.e . e · makes it plainly · �:: .. -. 
obvious tha t our - -a�ce�_to:r-s· ' . capa:bili ties in the realms . of .surveying were well · · .. · .�' . 
ad-vanced·, . tl;l� tas t:r:onomy ·was important and that above · all· the mo'tive was · s piri:tual ;. · 

T.his· is a record ISf the a{ithci·�·s 1 _ _  s piri t�al 
. .. , 

's 6mers et' 'trip 
.
wi �h po'��s by 'Jil\ arid pho tpgraphs 

by both • . it. is a·n evoc ative prod'uctio_n ,  c ombin­
i_ng ve�s e ,  information and illus·t�ati'ons re�at�· 

JOURNEY RO� .THE GLASTONBURY 
ZODIAC by BRUCE· LACEY � !ILL 
BRUCE ( From author� a t  lO ·. 

Martello S tre�t,  London, E8 , . · 

50p .'plus pos t�ge ) • 

. ing .to the s ec tor·s o.f the Glas :to11bury Zod;Lac: : 
· · arid - - the· activit_ies they· performea>triei�in . Tfl:e j_ourney_ �a_s bas:i�ally J mpl�nned :i,.n 

detail excep� that they · w-tshecl to .1:>e in. Libra :for �he·· auturrin .equinox and had -·.· . .  
planned bef'o_rehand an ac.tivi ty· · for Aquarius � - having_ been there .pr�y-�o:us-ly .  ·Th� - ... .. . . - ·  

illus trat_ions are · weird and slight·ly :reminis cent _of the _f'?:mO:us C oftingl�y fair;i..es  
photographs ·which S ir Arth:ur·· Corian· ·nay le · in teres �:ed hims elf in . My childreP. . . wer:� . . 
extreme:ly fas-cina ted by them > Als o  the poems.·· a:Ce· rous ing reflec tions. ·of. -.�ur-al . · .

. 
· . 

reali ;tY. S ahlp�e �or �ns :tance : 
. 

: . , · . . _ . . � . 

.
.. 
. 

\ 

.. 
" Upon t!.J.is . e quipopt;ial eve· 

C ow:s calve .• · . . . 
Th�ir : -1-�bo�ing -cries . h.;ing_ .l.oud oh .the· ,s .. til1 ·a-ir • 
Calves lay wet ,  cow-licked upon the gras s ,  
S truggling to their feet . · � · · · 
Thi� - mi�acle of bir th � : age -� old 
.Whose  .d.es .tiny lies; - in the � unday. : -Joint . 11 . . . . -· · 

' . 

LOCAL CURIOS ITJES . by _h: BUNN : & 

Altoge ther a 
fine : homage . to-

. a : terres-trial>< ; · 

M. BURGESS ;  HAU!�ED LOWESTOFT 
� � authors (From Eas t 
S uffolk and Norfolk Anti quarians ,  
21 Kirkley Gardens , Lowes toft � _  

· The former is sub titled "A mis cellany of ghos ts , 
legends and unusual facts " �  and regular 
readers of " Lantern" maga zine will be familiar 

::£1ifJlalk. :;; · .- - . -· ' : with · s·omy of the s trange folklore which has 
been buiiding under the same title regularly in 

.. . tha t fin�: maga zine . Mike Burge s s  1 s favourite 
topic has been a mains tay of . " Lantern" , and �:tones with weird supers titions are 
well a cknowledged alongside concise but inte�es tingly written tale s  of haunted 
roads , black dogs , the Devil �: . . J� �a s erpents , . (opographical traditions and magic 
trees . The text follows a route· · ·rorma t and is. elegantly ill us tra ted with pictures 
of sub j ect matter both old and new . My favourite paragraph being : " Towards the end 
of the las t century , there s tood be tween Lowe s toft and Oul ton Broad the Blas te d 
S tump , and it was the cus tom for local people to make s pecial trips her� to .let off 
s team when they felt the nee d . This was done by s imply directing torrents of abuse 
( no doubt tempere d  with s ome goo d Anglo-S axon invectives ) at the unfortunate tree . 
However , the spe c tacle of s o  many people filling the air with abuse was too much for 
the " respectable ' folk of the area, and a bye-law was pas s ed forbidding the 
practise . "  Ivan Bunn has des igne d this book with loving care and it is a welcome 
addition to local printings of material of our folkloric heritage . 

" Haunted L owes toft" s imply rela tes legends of haunted spots in the town and its 
vicinity , both ancient and modern, with mentions of contemporary watches at s pooky 
s ites by members of the B orderline S cience Inves tigation Group . It does not s eek to 
explain ; always a precarious bus ine s s , though profes s ional publishers prefer it . S o  
the reader receives his tales ob jectively and without the editing out of tho s e  
which d o  not fit that preconceived theory s o  generally fois ted upon the purchaser . 
The authors s ay they are s cratching the s urface of the ghos tlore of their neck of 

( (* Full title adds " from the Lowes toft Area" . ) ) 
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the · woods yet with the+ divers ity here i:t ! is .in.tere.s �ingl to compare wj, th. thos e  in . 
o ther parts of :Mri tain • . 
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� THE AT·LANTEANS 

April 11 this yea.r is a. s·pe.cial date for The A tlanteans for on it the s ocie·ty · 
celebr.at�s· its 21s � _ .. b?-�.thday . As a. s ociety it i.s .- s till uilfamiliar to· s ome ,  yet 

. i 

over these  years it ha s grown cons iderably. in s ize and reputation. Founded · in 195 7 
bj r .four dedicated peopl e ,  it now has an extens ive international membership with 
branches throug�ou:C Britain and in other countries . The . aim of The Atlanteans · has , 
from the . . very beg:;nning ' been to . s eek an unders tanding of lif� that b�nefi to? nQt . 
only tho s e  who participate in the s earch but mankind generally and all other ... ·.: . .  _ .  

forms of ,. exis tence ,- _ too � Unier the guidance of :Helio-Arcanophus members · have : care­
fully explored avenus of healing , medita tion, psychism ,  mys ticism and philos ophy . 
with ·the res ul t  that .today the 's ociety published vari9us courses and s e .t  of tea.clfiJ:lgs . 
They als o  produce a newsletter , ,.,A tlant�anews"- and a q1;1arterly magaz ine , THE . 
ATLANTEAN. No . 172 includes Marcus McCausla.nd on " He.al th For The New Age"- ; Edmund · · 

Quincy - on ·vege.tarianisrri; David S ta.sin on .Queen Eli z�be.th .II '. s . C oronation; S us an 
Rocliff · a·n ·karma and reincarn�tio.n; plus other articles , book reviews and notices . . . . . ' . . Annual · s ub . ·, £1-80 , f·rorn The A tlanteans , 42 S t  George s S tr.eet , Cheltenham, GL50 . 
4AF .  The s ociety has already begun a . ma j or programme " " of. expans ion including JO.int 
ventures with groups who s ee mankind ' s predicament in a· s imilar way . The ! tlan tea!ls 
will again be exhibiting at the Fes tival of Mind and B ody at . Olympia (April 29 -
May 7 )  and is helping to organize,  al.ong with other groups in the Glo s 4 area a 
local fes tival entitled Think ' 78 Cheltenham ' s  Fes tival for Creative Thought ·and 
Living . 

Plenty more books and magazines are awaiting review in ANCIENT · SKILLS .AND· ·wrsDbM · 

REVIEW · . .and s everal are already to be put on . . to s tencil . C ons e quently I hope to have 
is sue 5 out. fairly s oon. 

Those  whose subs criptions terminate with this is s ue will find a cros s in .the 
s quare 

below . 
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